
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & ENERGY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD IN ROOM 318 OF THE

PUTNAM COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING
CARMEL, NEW YORK 10512

Members: Chairwoman Sayegh, Legislators Addonizio & Montgomery

Monday 6:30 P.M. March 18,2019

Themeeting was called to order at 6:32 P.M. by Chairwoman Sayegh who requested that
Legislator Addonizio lead in the Pledge of Allegiance. Upon roll call, Legislator Addonizio,
LegislatorMontgomery, and Chairwoman Sayegh were present.

Item #3 - Approval of Minutes - February 21, 2019

Theminutes were approved as submitted.

Item #4 - Discussion/Climate Smart CommunitieslHudson Valley Regional
CouncillPlanner & Clean Energy Communities Coordinator Europa McGovern

Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to waive the rules and accept the additional; Seconded by
LegislatorMontgomery. All in favor.

Carla Castillo of the Hudson Valley Regional Council (HVRC) stated she would give an
overview of what the HVRC does before going into the Climate Smart topic. She gave the
attached PowerPoint presentation. She stated the HVRC's work focuses on providing technical
assistance, educational materials and learning opportunities. She stated the HVRC assists
municipalities with gaining access to federal funding to create or maintain jobs, primarily
through infrastructure expansion and upgrades. She stated the HVRC provides statistical reports
for the region and one shows unemployment distress in Carmel.

Legislator Sullivan requested clarification on the unemployment distress.

Ms. Castillostated it only meets one (1) criteria for distress in the data tracked by the census.
She stated this means Putnam County is doing quite well economically. She gave an overview
on some projects the HVRC have been involved in. .

LegislatorMontgomery thanked Ms. Castillo for providing an overview of what the HVRC does.
She stated Putnam County should utilize programs through the HVRC more often.

EuropaMcGovern continued the attached PowerPoint presentation with information on Climate
Smart Communities. She stated all of the initiatives deal with clean energy and energy
efficiency. She stated in addition to the municipalities listed in the PowerPoint, the Village of
Nelsonville has also passed the Climate Smart Communities Pledge (pledge) and the Town of
PutnamValley is considering it. She stated the first immediate benefit of passing the Pledge is

Page 11



that you can access free assistance with the process through the HVRC. She stated it also allows
the County to receive preferential scoring on Climate Smart Communities grant applications.
She stated those grants will be announced in May, with applications due in July. She stated
many municipalities, including the Town of Philipstown and Dutchess County, find it useful to
appoint a coordinator or form a task force to make the process more efficient. She stated
Philipstown is participating in an initiative to take inventory of their greenhouse gas emissions
and develop action plans to reduce emissions. She stated this includes looking at energy usage
and the opportunities for savings. She went over the model resolution for the Pledge. She stated
there are over 120 potential actions, which each have their own point value, which can be
pursued as a Climate Smart Community. She stated Putnam County has most likely completed
many actions that would fit into the program. She stated the grants would require the County to
match the funds, and that time worked towards the project goal can be used as part of the match.
She stated the HVRC would be happy to provide more information and assistance on the Climate
Smart program.

Legislator Gouldman questioned what the cost would be to the County.

Ms. McGovern stated there is no associated cost. She stated the first step would be passing the
resolution, and then electing which actions to pursue moving forward.

Ms. Castillo stated the HVRC is funded by the Clean Energy program through the State.

Legislator Gouldman questioned approximately how long the process would take, assuming none
of the actions are completed yet.

Ms. McGovern stated she believes the County already has completed some applicable actions ..
She stated it depends on how active the community and coordinators are in the progression. She
stated Dutchess County has a goal of 12-18 months from passing the Pledge to becoming a
certified Climate Smart Community.

Legislator Addonizio questioned what is required monetarily of the County.

Ms. McGovern stated there is none, unless the County elects to pay its coordinator.

Legislator Addonizio questioned how many points are necessary for certification.

Ms. McGovern stated a minimum are 120 points.

Legislator Montgomery stated when Ameresco presented at the Physical Services meeting, they
were talking about doing a lot of this work already. She suggested having these tasks included in
Ameresco's project in the County. She stated she would be willing to be the coordinator for the
County's initiative, as she is already familiar with the program.

Chairwoman Sayegh questioned if the County is already undertaking projects that would be part
of the Climate Smart program, what is the benefit to becoming a Climate Smart. Community ..

Page 12



Ms. Mcfiovern stated preferential scoring on grant applications is a direct benefit. She stated it
would increase the County's capacity to access funding and resources.

Legislator Addonizio noted for the 2018 grant awards, Philipstown was awarded $6,000.

Ms. McGovern stated there was also a $9,000 award for Philipstown as well.

Legislator Addonizio stated the grants are not large amounts.

Ms. McGovern stated it depends on the category of the grant and noted that it is competitive
statewide. She stated the Town of Fallsburg received a $160,000 grant and the City of Ithaca
received a $460,000 grant.

Legislator Albano stated the County has been working on the Article Nine (9) and PACE
(property Assessed Clean Energy) Program projects. He stated any grants and technical
assistance would be a big help.

Legislator Montgomery stated she would like to get ahead of this initiative because she believes
it will not be long until it is mandated by the State.

Legislator Nacerino stated it appears there are more municipalities taking the Pledge as opposed
to counties. She questioned which counties have taken the Pledge.

Ms. McGovern stated five (5) of the seven (7) counties in the Hudson Valley region have taken
the pledge. She stated the counties are Orange, Sullivan, Dutchess, Ulster, and Westchester.

Legislator Nacerino stated she had brought this forward in the past but it was not moved forward.
She stated she is glad that Legislator Montgomery has brought this forward again.

Ms. McGovern stated the difference now is that there is support available to get the program up
and running, in addition to providing guidance for the future.

Legislator Gouldman questioned how long the certification is for.

Ms. McGovern stated it is five (5) years.

Legislator Gouldman questioned if it is easier to recertify.

Ms. McGovern stated it depends on the actions taken, as some actions are certified for 1° years.
Legislator Sullivan stated he would encourage moving forward so that Putnam County can be the
healthiest community possible.

Legislator Montgomery noted that Philipstown receives lower grant awards due to being a
smaller community. She stated she would like for the Pledge to be approved at the April
Economic Development & Energy Committee meeting.

Page 13



Legislator Nacerino suggested inviting Commissioner of Planning Sandra Fusco to said meeting,
as she can be an integral part of the process.

Chairwoman Sayegh stated the first step would be to draft a resolution, and then a task force
would be assembled to determine the scope of the program. She stated it is important to have the
Planning Department on board because it directly affects them.

Item 1/5 - FYI/Unemployment Report - Duly noted.

Item #6 - FYIlForeclosure Report - Duly noted.

Item #7 - Other Business - None.

Item #8 - Adjournment

There being no further business, at 7:09 P.M., Chairwoman Sayegh made a motion to adjourn;
Secondedby Legislator Addonizio. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted by Administrative Assistant Ed Gordon.
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REGIONAL C'OUNCIL,
Presentation to the Putnam (our:lty -
Economic DeveloJ?ment & Energy Committee
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Administration

• NYS DEC 604(b)

• Regional Platforms

• City of Kingston
Organics Diversion
Plan

• Putnam Clean
Heating & Cooling

• Clean Energy
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Program
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Hudson Valley Regional Council
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I \0 PARTNERS representing I
~ county p.la.nning departments '
W & solid waste managers, tACs,
.... non profits, state agencies, & .......~~__;:Uo;;==~~==:::::~~~~::::::=:::;::_:_____::::::::~
..., regional councils II1202 COMMUNITIES, 127 ACTIVELY I

I engaged engaged,

representing 1,935,904 residentsin
HudsonVolley towns, village, & cities

Hudson Valley Regional Council

HVRC Direct
Technical Assistance:
· Comprehensive
Economic
Development Strategy,
with annual updates

• Hudson Valley Region Distress CriteriaStatistical Report
• County Profiles
• Distress Maps
• DirectAudience with EDA Administrator
• Technical assistance for EDA funding

Technical Assistance
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• Financial Support:
• Pass-through funding
for Lower Hudson
Coalition of
Conservation Districts'
Green Infrastructure
Plans

• Annual Stbrmwater
Conference

• Annual Hudson River
Watershed Alliance
Conference

• Sponsorship of
LHCCDs

• Outreach & Education:
• County water quality and MS4'S
• Green Infr.astructure practices for
water quality protection and
restoration

• 500 recipients

• 4 Regional Workshops, including:
• Trash FreeWaters, SUNYOrange
• Regional Conversation onWater,
Hotel Thayer

• Local Government Resiliency
Training, OCCCKaplan Hall

• 495 attendees

Educational Resources

Educational Workshops and Resources on Regional Watershed
Issues in Partnership with Pace University Land Use Law Center:

Water Policy and Laws & Perspectives for Stream Protection
Protecting andmanaging HudsonRiver
streams: Overview, scales,and definitions

• Protecting Drinking Water
in the Sawkill Watershed

• Water Quality and On-site
Wastewater Systems in
the Roundout Watershed

• Emerging Stormwater
Management Options in
the Sparkill Watershed

• 1.80attendees

Protecting andmanaging HudsonRiver
streams: Stream buffer protection and
management

RegulatingWaterWithdraws in NewYork:
TheWater ResourcesProtectionAct

WatershedRulesand Regulationsfor
Protection of DrinkingWater in NewYork

MoodnaCreekWatershed Intermunicipal
Council

Sitrategiesfor SustainableTributaries: A
GuidanceManual

Educational Resources
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Mid-Hudson Regional
Sustainability Coalition:
• Origin: Mid-Hudson Regional
Sustainability Plan

Participants: 88 distinct
organizations from 7-county
region, representing local colleges&
universities, NGOs, government
agencies,private businesses,
individuals

Purpose: track sustainability
progress and projects in region

Projects: expand HVRC website
to present HV sustainability
progress & projects

Materials Management
Group:
Participants: solid waste &
recycling representatives from 7-
county region + NYS DEC
Purpose' professional network
for sharing of ideas, programs,
and issues
Discussion areas:

hazardous waste disposal
recycling
composting
organics waste-stream
reduction
prescription drug disposal
agricultural plastics
e-waste

Regional Engagement & Collaboration

Hudson Valley Regional Council
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~K1NGSTON
ORGANICS
OlVERSION
IPLAN

Hudson Valley Regional Council

PU~M
CLEAM_
~ttG&
COOUNG
cAMPAIGN

• Partners
· Program

• Installation of
clean heating .&
cooling tech

• Working with
local
municipalities &
volunteers

'U$CII~lt
HOft"_.,., l'i.tISmartIj:H!

R-odI"~

• HVRC Role
• Strategic
direction

• Outreach
• Data analytics

Hudson Valley Regional Council
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. Hudson Valley Regional Council
• Mid-Hudson Region NYSERDAClean
Energy Communities Program
administrator

. Dedicated and knowledgeable
local coordinators are available to
assist communities as they
implement high-impact actions:

., .
4 •

1. Benchmarking
2. Clean Energy Upgrades

3· LED Street Lights

4· Clean Fleets

5· Solarize
6, Unified Sol-arPermit

9. Community orce ggregation
ao. Energize NY Finance

CEC Program Overview

• 87 Mid-Hudson communities have adopted the CSCPledge

• Orange ,Sullivan & Ulster Counties = 'certified' CSCs

• Dutchess County
· Recently appointed CSCTask Force & Co-coordinators

• Town of Poughkeepsie
• Recently appointed CSCTask Force & Coordinator

• Philipstown
• Adopted CSC Pledge June 2017

• Appointed CSCTask Force & Coordinator (paid stipend)

• Recipient of two 2018 esc grants

• And many other local participating communities ...

Mid-Hudson Climate Smart Communities
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• NYSDEC-administered
program

251 participating
communities state-wide

• First Step:
Take the esc Pledge

Become a registered esc
Access technical assistance
& grant funding

• Next Steps:
Appoint CSC coordinator &
task force

Work towards CSC
certification

Next Steps

COUNTY OF"DUTCHESS
MARCUS ,J.MOLINARO
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Dutchess County CSCTask Force
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Technical Support & Resources

• We assistYOUR community
On-demand technical assistance
Step-by-step quidance
Casestudies
Model ordinances
Project development support
Tools and resources
esc certification support
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Patricia Pomeroy
Executive Director
Leacl EDA,Water Quality Planning
ppomero)!@hudsonva"eyre.org

Carla C. Castillo G.
Deputy Executive Director / Clean Energy
Communities Coordinator
Director CECProgram
Lead Counties, Rockland,Westchester
(casti Ilo@hudsonvalleyre.org

Europa L. McGovern G.
Planner / Clean Energy Communities
Coordinator
Lead: Dutchess, Putnam, Ulster
emcgovern@hudsonvalleyre.org

4/24/2019
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