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(To Immediately Follow the Health Mtg. & Protective Mtg.)

1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Legislative Prayer

3. Roll Call

4. Approval - L.ocal Law Providing For A Counsel To The County Legislature

5. Adjournment
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Committee: Special Full Mtg Resolution #

Introduced By Regular Mtg: April 8, 2026

Seconded By Special Mtg

APPROVAL / LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR A COUNSEL TO THE COUNTY
LEGISLATURE

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF PUTNAM AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Findings and Determinations. The Legislature of the County of Putnam,
New York, hereby makes the following findings and determinations:

1.

that the system of checks and balances inherent in the separation of powers
of each branch of the government is vitally important to prevent the
concentration of power in any one branch of government, thereby protecting
individual liberties and preventing one branch of government from having
supremacy over another; and

that in order for the County Legislature to have the capacity to prepare
legislation independent of, as well as in cooperation with, the Executive
Branch, the County Legislature hereby finds that given the separate
branches of County Government, the County Legislature requires Counsel
to the County Legislature which is separate from and not dependent upon
the approval and resources of the County Executive and Executive Branch;
and

that the Putnam County Legislature hereby finds and determines that the
interests and requirements of legislative responsibility and authority will be
better served by the creation of the position of Counsel to the County
Legislature; and

that the Putnam County Legislature hereby determines that the interests and
requirements of legislative responsibility and authority will be better served
by Counsel to the County Legislature providing advice and
recommendations to the members of the County Legislature in the drafting
of legislation and otherwise and, as desired, in cooperation and consultation
with the County Attorney and the Department of Law, provided that such
cooperation shall not create or imply any supervisory authority of the County
Attorney over such counsel because the role is internal to the legislature,
and advisory in nature and therefore in no way contravenes County Law §501
or Article 8 of the Putnam County Code; and
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5. that the requisite checks and balances will be adequately served and
satisfied by the oversight and advice of risk management in consuitation
with our insurance carrier, when and if appropriate.

Section 2. Establishment.

There is hereby established the position of Counsel to the County
Legislature. Counsel to the County Legislature shall be selected by and then hired
by the legislature in the manner provided herein, shall have the role and function
provided herein, and such position shall be an employee of the County Legislature
and not of the Department of Law established under Article 8 of this Charter. Such
position will be selected by simple majority upon a vote. Removal can also be
effected by simple majority vote as this will be an at-will position.

Section 3. Method of Selection and Tenure.

1. At the annual Organizational Meeting of the County Legislature for the year
2027, or as soon as practicable thereafter, there, annually, shall be selected
a Counsel to the County Legislature to be selected in executive session by
the simultaneous presentation of all candidates to the entire board along
with a representative of the Personnel Department and the Legislative Clerk,
and the prevailing candidate shall win by simple majority vote, vacancies
shall be filled in this same manner. Removal of Counsel to the County
Legislature may also be accomplished by a simple majority vote. Prior to
January 1, 2027, Counsel to the County Legislature shall be selected in the
same manner as a vacancy.

2. Counsel to the County Legislature shall hold his or her office until a
successor has been appointed.

3. At the time of his/her appointment, and throughout his/her time in office, the
Counsel to the County Legislature shall be duly admitted to practice law in
the State of New York.

Section 4. Scope and Role of the position Counsel to the Legislature:

1. Oversee the preparation of local laws, ordinances, acts and resolutions upon
receipt of a request.

2. Research problems related to the function, powers and duties of the County
Legislature and its employees.

3. Prepare written reports on the breadth and depth of the function, powers and
duties of the County Legislature and its employees.

4. As requested by any Legislator, attend full Legislative meetings, special
meetings and committee meetings.



5. Provide advice to the members of the County Legislature on Rules of Order,
general parliamentary procedure, and other procedural questions as they
arise or as requested during Legislative meetings.

6. Recommend procedures in connection with the implementation of policy for
the County Legislature.

7. Recommend and coordinate appropriate ways to communicate initiatives
and policies of the County Legislature through media and other
mechanisms.

8. Perform a variety of related activities as required, not inconsistent with
Section 501 of the County Law and the provisions of the County Charter, and
the Putnam County Code.

9. Counsel shall be available to provide advisory services to all members of the
Legislature.

10. Requests for legislative drafting or advisory services shall remain
confidential to the requesting legislator unless otherwise authorized by such
requesting legislator.

Section 5. Independence and limitations.

The Counsel to the County Legislature shall not be part of, supervised by, or subject
to removal by the Department of Law or the County Attorney. Counsel to the County
Legislature shall be strictly advisory and legislative in nature. Counsel to the
County Legislature shall not appear as attorney of record for the County or in any
court or administrative proceeding, nor represent the County in litigation or claims.
Nothing herein shall affect the authority or responsibilities of the County Attorney
under Article 8 of the County Charter, including representation of the County and
the Legislature in legal proceedings, except as hereinafter provided.

Section 6. Conflicts.

Section 8.05 of the County Charter is hereby amended by adding the following
unenumerated paragraph:

In the event of a direct conflict between the County Legislature and the County
Executive in any legal action or proceeding, the Legislature may retain independent
legal counsel by resolution.

Section 7. Severability and Enactment.

If any provision of this Local Law is held to be illegal or invalid for any reason by
court of law, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions
hereof, but such provision shall be fully severable, and this Local Law shall be
construed and enforced as if such illegal or invalid provision had never been
included.



Section 8. Effective Date.

Pursuant to Section 34(5) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, this Local Law shall take
effect sixty (60) days after its final enactment and is subject to permissive
referendum.



