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This :remember” heading was used in the 
last issue of the Sitrep to herald  the im-
pending arrival of the Traveling Vietnam 
Veterans Wall along with other displays to 
honor those who have served this great 
nation.  Now it is a banner to remind  the 
elected officials in Washington DC to 
“remember” that they can serve this nation 
because of our Veterans.  Something they 
appear to have forgotten.  
 
Please read this quote from Suzanne Gor-
don, a senior policy analyst at the Veterans 
Healthcare Policy Institute: 
 
  Well, in a Federal Register filing on 
March 14th, the VA secretary proposed 
shuttering VA medical centers in rural 
and urban areas, eliminating much inpa-
tient care, including needed inpatient 
psychiatric beds. He recommended clos-
ing emergency departments, mental-
health services, VHA outpatient clinics, 
and residential treatment programs for 
patients with PTSD and substance abuse 
problems. In areas where VHA doctors 
and nurses would then no longer have 
the capacity to do surgical procedures or 
provide other inpatient care, VA clinical 
staff would be “embedded” in private 
hospitals. 
This would turn the second-largest feder-
al department into a temp agency for pri-
vate industry. It would also jeopardize the 
VA’s capacity to continue serving as a 
nationwide backup system for over-
whelmed private-sector facilities during 
local or national crisis situations, like the 
pandemic. It would definitely have an 
adverse impact on the VA’s nationwide 
“teaching hospital” role because many 
new physicians now trained at the VHA 
require inpatient settings and must per-
form the requisite number of procedures 
for their clinical rotations. 
 

At this time I have attended  two meetings 
with VA Hudson Valley leadership, one was 
organized by Congressman Maloney’s staff..  
I have read a lengthy document with the 
cumbersome title “VA Recommendations to 
the Asset And Infrastructure Review Com-
mission:VISN 02 Market Recommendations. 
VISN 02 is the designation the VA  uses for 
the VA facilities that included the Hudson 
Valley Healthcare System.  Also all of NY 
State and part of New Jersey.  I have asked 
questions and I have gotten zero answers. 
 
Why if there are 30 acres of land that can be 
developed at Castle Point, as the report 
states, are the going to build a new facility n 
Fishkill on land that the VA does not own? 
 
What are the going o do with Castle Point in 
the close it down?  This is prime real estate 
overlooking the Hudson River? 
 
If there are fewer Veterans going to Castle 
Point why is it that Veterans seeking com-
pensation and pension exams  may have to 
travel up 100 miles away for that exam? 
 
In the report it is noted that 56  “Veteran 
Listening Sessions”  held between March 
and June 2021.  Unless the participants were 
sworn to secrecy why has not a single partic-
ipant spoken out?  I have been at 3 meetings 
with the VA regarding the report and not one 
Veteran who attended  these alleged 
“listening sessions” has come forward. 
 
Please be wary of this action by the VA and 
our government!  Let you elected officials 
know this is not right! 
 
A good article covers a single issue.  Howev-
er the VA is not stopping at just closing 
down VA facilities they are planning on cut-
ting benefits for Veterans as well. 
 

The VA is calling the proposed cuts 
“modernizing the evaluation  crite-
ria” and the also state that  the  pro-
posed changes will not impact any 
Veteran currently receiving compen-
sation for these disabilities.   So they 
say.  
 
There are two proposed changes that 
will impact future claims for com-
pensation.  The first is for tinnitus.  
Veterans at this time get compensa-
tion for tinnitus due to what is called 
military acoustic trauma.  They can 
also get rated for hearing loss for the 
same cause.  Two separate ratings.  
Going forward tinnitus would no 
longer be a standalone compensable 
disability. It would be a symptom of 
an underlying disease that caused it. 
At this time over 1.5 million Veter-
ans have this service connected disa-
bility.  
 
The other disability  that the VA is 
euphemistically "updates”  is with 
sleep apnea.  They are going to rule 
that if  a Veteran is rated 50% com-
pensation for seep apnea and that 
Veteran is given a CPAP machine  
the rating would go to 0%.  So that 
translates to we gave you a pill so 
your OK now.  Where will that stop.  
We gave you a prosthetic leg so now 
you have two limbs so we are not 
going to recognize your disability.  
We gave you a pill for your type 2 
diabetes that you got from exposure 
to Agent Orange but your A1C read-
ings ar OK so we are not going to 
compensate you for your disability. 
 
This has got to stop.  Call your elect-
ed officials and pitch a bitch!  
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Donald b. smith government campus 

110 old route 6, bldg. #3 

Carmel NY 10512 

Monday—Friday 9-5 

Call for appointment either location 

845-808-1620 

  

  

Karl Rohde, Director 

Art Hanley, deputy director 
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Joseph J & Rachel Morrissey 
Memorial 

 Golf Tournament  
SPONSOR:  VFW Post 9257 
 
DATE:  Monday, June 20, 2022 
 
TIME:  Registration – 11:00 – 12:30 
   BBQ Lunch -  11:00 -  
12:30 
   1:00 pm Shotgun 
Start 
 
PLACE:  Putnam County Golf Club 
   187 Hill Street 
   Mahopac, New York 
 
COST:  $170.00 per player 
 
INCLUDES: Greens fee & Cart (18 
Holes) 
   Lunch/Dinner/
Refreshments 
    
Hole-in-one Contest for: 2022 Car 
 
Prize for Closest to the Pin 

 
Prizes 

 

CONTACT:   
Scotty Cairney   
 845-279-5214  


