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County veterans service agency 

A CALL TO HONOR: The Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier Replica           
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is a mon-
ument dedicated to American service mem-
bers who have died without their remains 
being identified.  It is located in Arlington 
National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, 
adjacent to Fort Myer just across the Memo-
rial Bridge from Washington, D.C. 

This replica is owned and managed by the 
Americanism Committee of the Exchange 
Club of Rome, Ga.  It was constructed by 
Phillip Burkhalter Builders of Rome, which is 
owned by a member of our club.  It was con-
structed after their regular work hours.  The 
materials involved in its construction were 
pine, composite materials, carbon-fiber 
sheets for added strength, aluminum fram-
ing, and retractable wheels for ease in mov-
ing. 

 It is the hope of the Exchange Club of Rome 
and the National Exchange Club that the 
sacrifices of our men  and women in uniform 
are never forgotten, for without their su-
preme sacrifice of their lives, and in the case 
of the unknowns, their identity,  our way of 
life would not be possible! 

Please save the dates September  

21st-25th.  These three          

memorials will be at Putnam   

County Veterans Memorial Park.  

The displays will be to honor our 

Heroes.  Please watch for  more        

information.      

   Karl 
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In FY 2021, VA provided 270% more mental health visits to former service members with an other-than-honorable (OTH) 
discharge compared to FY 2020. The available services cover the full continuum of VA mental health care, including out-
patient care, residential rehabilitation care and acute inpatient psychiatric hospitalization. This marked increase was due 
to a number of factors. 

First, in 2017, VA began providing emergency mental health coverage for former service members with OTH administra-
tive discharges. In 2018, Public Law 115-141 authorized VA to provide an initial mental health assessment and subse-

quent mental or behavioral health care services to certain 
former service members. This included those who served in 
the reserve component. 

Following the expansion of eligibility criteria beginning in FY 
2017, VA began seeing gradual increases in the number of 
former service members with OTH who seek VA mental 
health services. In FY 2018, 1,651 former service members 
with an OTH discharge received mental health treatment, 
three times more than the 648 treated in 2017. 

In 2019, VA – in collaboration with the Departments of De-
fense and Homeland Security – introduced VA Solid Start to 
proactively contact all newly separated service members at 

least three times during their first year of transition from the military. The goal of VA Solid Start is to establish a strong 
relationship between the VA and transitioning service members, promoting awareness of VA benefits, services and part-
ner resources available to them. 

To reduce the suicide rate among Veterans and service members, VA hopes to make mental health care as widely avail-
able as possible. VA has the greatest respect for the men and women who have served in our nation’s Armed Forces and 
it will not relent in efforts to provide lifesaving support to those who are experiencing an emotional or mental health crisis. 

How to access services 

• Former service members may decide when they are in distress and require emergency mental health care. 

• A VA provider will assess the patient to determine whether or not it is a mental health emergency and requires imme-
diate attention. 

• Former service members may enter the system to use the emergency services benefit by visiting a VA emergency 
room or Vet Center, or by calling the Veterans Crisis Line.Former service members may be treated using VA’s tenta-
tive eligibility authority but will still need to have their claim adjudicated by the Veterans Benefits Administration. If the 
former service member is subsequently found not to be eligible, they can 
be billed for services. 

In addition, VA is working to increase awareness for service members with 
OTH discharges, seeking to educate them on eligibility for benefits and ser-
vices, despite the character of discharge (COD) assigned at separation. 

Too often, Veterans self-select away from VA thinking the OTH discharge 
makes them ineligible for VA benefits and services. However, in some in-
stances, they may still be found eligible to receive health care and/or compen-
sation. Over the past three years, VA’s eligibility determination rate for OTH 
Veterans has been above 72% in granting Veterans access to benefits and/or 
health care. VA continues to encourage Veterans to apply, regardless of their 
COD, and let VA determine eligibility. 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/transition/solid-start.asp
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/find-resources/local-resources/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/find-resources/local-resources/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/character_of_discharge.asp
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Chart.jpg
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If you have one of these conditions 
please call this  office 
For an appointment 

845-808-1620 

Dear Veteran, 

The Department of Veterans Affairs will 

propose adding certain rare respiratory 

cancers to the list of presumed service-

connected disabilities in relation to military 

environmental exposure to particulate mat-

ter.  When the proposal becomes final, de-

pendents, survivors, and Veterans who had 

claims previously denied for any of the be-

low respiratory cancers would be encour-

aged to file a supplemental claim for bene-

fits. 

• Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of the 

larynx; 

• SCC of the trachea; 

• Adenocarcinoma of the trachea; 

• Salivary gland-type tumors of the tra-

chea; 

• Adenosquamous carcinoma of the 

lung; 

• Large cell carcinoma of the 

lung; 

• Salivary gland-type tumors of 

the lung; 

• Sarcomatoid carcinoma of the 

lung and; 

Typical and atypical carcinoid of 
the lung. 

Any Veteran who had one of 

these cancers manifest to a de-

gree of 0% or more at any time 

during or after separation would 

become eligible for service-

connection. 

VA intends to focus its rule on the 

rare respiratory cancers above in 

Veterans who served any amount 

of time in the Southwest Asia the-

ater of operations and other loca-

tions. VA will invite and consider 

public comments as part of this 

process. The publication date of the 

federal register will occur in the com-

ing weeks.  

Once rulemaking is complete, VA will 

conduct outreach to impacted veter-

ans and survivors to inform them 

about potential eligibility. 

The Southwest Asia theater of opera-

tions refers to Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Ara-

bia, the neutral zone between Iraq 

and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the 

United Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf 

of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, the Per-

sian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red 

Sea, and the airspace above these 

locations. 

If you are a Veteran who has been 

diagnosed with one of 

these conditions, but have not filed a 

claim, please notify VA of your intent 

to file a claim.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDEuNTQyMzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9lbGlnaW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDEuNTQyMzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9lbGlnaW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDEuNTQyMzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGVjaXNpb24tcmV2aWV3cy
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDEuNTQyMzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvcmVzb3VyY2VzL3lvdXItaW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAzMDEuNTQyMzIzNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvcmVzb3VyY2VzL3lvdXItaW


Donald b. smith government campus 

110 old route 6, bldg. #3 

Carmel NY 10512 

Monday—Friday 9-5 

Call for appointment either location 

845-808-1620 

  

  

Karl Rohde, Director 

Art Hanley, deputy director 
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