
 Dear Diary, 

 

My trepidation getting involved with 

horses was greater then my      

trepidation regarding golf.  Diary I 

was talked into going to Pegasus 

Farm to experience Equus.   My     

mental    justification was quite  

legitimate.  How could I recommend 

this program to my fellow Veterans 

if I did not experience the program.  

(Diary if the truth be told the    

exuberance of a very special friend  

helped convince me to attend).    Well 

the experience was life altering.  

From a person who looked at horses 

as the other red meat to a horse 

guy.       I actually love horses now!!! 

 

Well Diary we now come to golf!   

Yikes!  There is a program Called 

PGA Hope.  Working with the VA 

the PGA teaches Veterans golf.  

What could be wrong with that??? 

Well to answer what may seem to be 

a rhetorical question is golf sucks!  

You have to keep perfectly quiet so  

people can hit a ball that is not moving.    

Baseball players stand at the plate 

hitting balls thrown at them in excess 

of 100 MPH!  But you have to be quiet 

so someone can hit a ball that is not 

moving!!!!!  If I slide into home and my 

cleats dig up the ground in front of 

home plate I do not have to return to 

rake up the soil and dust off home 

plate.  However in golf I am expected 

to be a greens keeper even though I 

pay to play!!! 

 

 

Ok Ok Diary my rant is over.   So on 

the positive side of golf is spending a 

few hours with friends.  Golf outings to 

help raise some money can be fun.  By 

the 2nd hole I can have a beer in one 

hand and a hot dog smothered in     

sauerkraut  in the other to help me be 

silent while my friend 

tries to hit a ball that 

is not moving.  Great 

way to induce silence. 

So Diary where does 

that take us?  Well the 

PGA gave me and a 

host of 

other Veterans 5 golf lessons 

and a free set of clubs.   We 

played in a mini tournament.  

(Where by the way my team 

came in 1st place).  We had fun 

we learned something about 

golf.  (Although Diary during 

the orientation the 1st week 

we were told by the 2nd  week 

we would be watching the 

Golf Channel I have to say 

ain’t  gonna happen.)  It was    

however a chance for        

comradery.  A chance to bond.  

A chance to forget the TV  

channels you usually watch.  

 

 So Diary I will golf again.  I 

will hit balls that do not move 

and follow them to where ever 

they may travel. 

 

   I will not wish you golf but 

I will always wish you horses! 

 

  Karl 

DIARY OF A     GOLF 

        HORSE SKEPTIC 

PGA HOPE’s Goals 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!!!!!! 
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36 star American flag 

 Putnam County now has an   

authentic “Ragged Old Flag”.   

 

This past  Memorial Day at the 

Watchfires this wonderful flag was 

discovered in a black garbage bag 

full of flags to be retired.  When is 

was pulled out of the bag the was 

an air of excitement .  We often 

have unusual finds in bags of flags 

to be disposed.  Service Flags, 

POW/MIA Flags, perfectly good 

American Flags to name a few.  

This year we hit the Comstock 

Lode! 

 

The three guys holding the flag 

realized that  this was something 

special. Many of us rushed over to 

see the flag.  A 36 star American 

Flag. The cloth is so thin that one 

can see through it.  A bit tattered 

by the stripes.  But an American 

Flag nonetheless. 

 

Quickly everyone googled “36 Star 

American Flag”.  It was the flag 

that recognized the admission of 

Nevada to the Union and would 

have flown between  July 4, 1865 

and July 4, 1867. 

By law, a star is added to the U.S. 

flag on the 4th of July following 

the admission of a state to the 

union. This 

flag repre-

sents the 

addition of 

the state of 

Nevada.  

Nevada 

became a 

state Octo-

ber 31, 

1864 so the 

36th star 

would be 

added to 

Old Glory 

July  4, 

1965. The 

Civil War ended April 9, 1865 so while 

Nevada was a state during the Civil War 

the 36 star flag was not part of that war.   

Nebraska became the 37th state March 

1, 1867 so the 36 star flag flew until July 

4, 1867.  Nevada became the second of 

two states added to the Union during 

the Civil War (the first being West 

Virginia) and became known as the 

“Battle Born State” as a result of 

when it achieved statehood.  

While this is about the rescued flag.  

The history that allowed the 36th star 

to be added to the con-

stellation that is Ameri-

ca is fascinating.  Presi-

dent Lincoln needed an-

other term to help pass 

the 13th Amendment 

ending slavery. The ad-

mission of Nevada in-

sured that he would 

have the support in con-

gress to pass the amendment.  

.Interesting trivia point the longest and 

most expensive telegram ever sent was 

the Nevada Constitution sent to Wash-

ington, DC at cost of $3,416.77. 

So now we are in 

possession of this 

historic flag.  It 

is safely en-

sconced at the 

Putnam County 

Historians office.  

County Historian 

Jennifer Cassidy 

has advised us 

that they have 

folded the flag 

with acid free 

tissue and placed 

it in an archival 

box in the tem-

perature  and 

humidity controlled Archival Room of the 

historians office.  We are working with 

antiques dealers who specialize in Ameri-

can Flags.  Further we are consulting tex-

tile conservators to help preserve this flag.  

Interesting 

on the hoist 

of the flag 

the name 

“W. Robin-

son”  was 

written.  

This may 

lead to own-

er and more 

of the actual 

history of 

this flag.  

As we devel-

op infor-

mation 

about this 

wonderful 

piece of 

American 

history we will share.  Also in anyone has 

an clues let us know. 
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Donald. B. Smith 

 Government  

Campus 

110 Old Route 6, Bldg. 3 

Carmel, NY 10512 

Phone (845)808-1620  Fax (845)808-1940 

SERVICE OFFICERS 

Karl Rohde, Director  

Art Hanley, Deputy Director 
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Checks : 
 PCJVC 
 
Send to  
Veterans Service Agency 
110 Old Rt 6 
Carmel NY 10512 
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