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WAPPINGERS FALLS, N.Y.

Az the World War Il bamber
Heav en Can Wait was hit by
enery fire off the Pacific is-
land of Mew Guinea on March
11,1944 the co-pilot man-
aged afinal salute to flyers in
an adjacent plane befare
crashing inta the water. All 11
men aboard were killed. Their
remains, deep below the vast
sea, were designated as non-
recoverable.

et four crew members' re-
maing are beginning to return
to their hometowns after a
rematkable investigation by
family members and a recav-
ery mission invohling elite Ma-
wy divers who descended 200
feet (51 meters) in a pressur
ized bell to reach the sea
flaor.

Staff Sgt. Eugene Darrigan,
the radio operator was buried
military honars and community
suppart on Saturday in his
hometown of Wappingers
Falls, Mew York, more than
eight decades after leaving
behind his wife and baby son.
The bombardier, 2nd Lt.
Thamas Kelly, was to be bur
ied Monday in Livermore, Cali-
farnia, where he grew up in a
ranching family. The remains
of the pilot, 1st Lt. Herbert
Tennysan, and navigator, Znd
Lt. Donald Sheppick, will be
interred in the coming manths.

The ceremonies are happen-
ing 12 vears after one of
Kelly's relatives, Scott Althaus,
set outto sobe the mystery of
where exactly the plane went
down. “I'm just so grateful
he told The Associated Press.
“It's been an impossible jour-
ney — just should never have
been able to get to this day.
And here we are, 81 years
later."

The Army Air Forces plane
nicknarned Heaven Can YWait

was a B-24 with a cartoon pir
up angel painted on its nose
and a crew of 11 an its final
flight. They were an a mission
to bomb Japanese targets
when the plane was shot
down. Other flyers on the mis-
sion were not able to spot sur-
vivors. Their wives, parents
and siblings were of a genera-
tion that tended to be tight-
lipped in their grief. But the
men were sorely missed.

Sheppick, 26, and Tennysan,
24, each left behind pregnant
wives who would sometimes
write them two or three letters
a day. Darrigan, 26, also was
martied, and had been able to
attend his son's baptism while
on leave. A photo shows him
in unifarm, smiling as he holds
the boy. Darrigan's wife Flor-
ence, remarried but quietly
held on to photos of her late
husband, as well as a telegram
infarming her of his death.

Tennyson's wife, Jean, lived
until age 95 and never remar-
tied. "she never stopped be-
liewing that he was going to
come home," said her grand-
son, Scott Jefferson. As We-
morial Day approached twelve
years ago, Althaus asked his
mother far names of relatives
who died in Warld War Il

Althaus, a political science and
communications professor at
the University of lllinais Urbana
-Champaign, became curious
while researching Warld War ||
casualties forwark, His mother
gave him the name of her
cousin Thamas Kelly, who was
21 years old when he was re-
ported missing in action.

Althaus recalled that as a boy,
he visited Kelly's memarial
stone, which bas a bomber
engraved on it. He began
reading up on the lost plane.

"It was a mystery that | discou-
ered really mattered to my ex-
tended family," he said.

With help from ather relatives,
he analyzed histarical docu-
ments, photos and eyewitness
recollections. They weighed
sometimes conflicting ac-
counts of where the plane
went down. After a four-year
investigation, Althaus wrote a
report concluding that the
barnber likely crashed off of
Awrar Point in what is now Pa-
pua Mew Guinea.

The report was shared with
Froject Recover, a nonprofit
cammitted to finding and repat-
riating missing American ser-
vice members and a partner of
the Defense POWMIA Ac-
counting Agency, or DPAS A
tearn from Project Recover, led
by researchers from Scripps
Institution of Oceanography,
located the debris field in 2017
after searching nearly 10
square miles (27 square kilo-
meters) of seafloor.

The DFAA launched its deep-
est ever underwater recovery
mission in 2023, A Mavy dive
teamn recavered dag tags, in-
cluding Darrigan's partially cor-
raoded tag with his the name of
his wife, Florence, as an emer-
gency contact. Kelly's ring was
recavered. The stone was
gone, but the word BOM-
BARDIER was still legible.

And they recavered remains
that underwent DA testing.
Last September, the military
officially accounted for Darn-
gan, Kelly, Sheppick and Ten-
nyson. YWith seven men wha
were on the plane still unac-
counted for, & future DPAA
mission ta the site is possible.

More than 200 people honared
Darrigan on Saturday in Wap-
pingers Falls, some waving
flags from the sidewalk during
the procession ta the church,

others saluting him at a
graveside ceremony under
cloudy skies.

“After 30 years, this great sal-
dier has come home to rest,”
Darrigan's great niece, Susan
Pineiro, told mourners at his
graveside. Darrigan's son
died in 2020, but his grand-
son Eric Schindler attended.
Darrigan's B5-year-old niece,
Yirginia Fineira, solemnly ac-
cepted the folded flag.

Kelly's remains arrived in the
Bay Area an Friday. He was
to be buried Monday at his
family's cemetery plat, right
by the marker with the bomb-
er etched on it Aprocession
of %eterans of Foreign Wars
motorcyclists will pass by
Kelly's old hame and high
school befare he is interred.

"I think it's very unlikely that
Tarm Kelly's memary is going
to fade soon,” said Altthaus,
nowe a wolunteer with Project
Fecover.

Sheppick will be buried in the
months ahead near his par-
ents in a cemetery in Coal
Center, Pennsylvania. His
niece, Deborah YWineland,
said she thinks her late father,
Sheppick's younger brother,
would have wanted it that
way. The son Sheppick never
met died of cancer while in
high schaal.

Tennyson will be interred on
June 27 in Wichita, Kansas.
He'll be buried beside his
wife, Jean, who died in 2017,
just months before the wrack-
age was located. "l think be-
cause she never stopped be-
lieving that he was caming
back to her, that it's anly fit-
ting she be proven right," Jef-
ferson said.
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hatioh, So becanse of that sacrifice Americans are
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cans WMissing Th Action (MIA) since world
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What we think a “Claim Shark” is:

-

-
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Who we think the Claim Sharks are:

& Trajector Medical & Veteran Care Services

». Veteran Benefits Guide M. REE Medical

». Veterans Guardian ». VA Claims Academy

» VA Claims Insider & Vet Assist

». Telemedica ». JustdVeterans

. Patriot Angels ». Veterans Disability Help
Veterans can protect themselves by:
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Who is NOT a Claim Shark?

. k:.-k acﬂﬂitﬁ v;terans service organization representatives, like the VFW

= VA accredited claims agents

» VA accredited attorneys \\VMFHW
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DontFeedTheSharks.org

A Claim Shark is an individual or company that charges hefty fees to “assist” or "consult”
veterans with filing their VA benefit claims - this practice is illegal!

Claim Sharks are not VA accredited, meaning they aren't required to adhere to the
well-established professional and ethical standards of VA accreditation, so their advice can
often be misleading or even fraudulent.

Like a “Loan Shark,” once you're in, you can't get out, and may be subject to new and
hidden fees whenever you get a new rating, no matter who does the work.

Promising or guaranteeing an increased disability rating or percentage increase,
Advertising expedited VA claims decisions.

Requesting login credentials to access a veteran’s personal information through secure
VA websites like eBenefits or VA.gov.

Using confusing tactics or ambiguous language to mislead claimants or coerce them into
signing a contract,

Telling veterans to forego VA exams and offering health consultations within their own
network of doctors.

Always working with VA accredited representatives.
Attending all exams ordered by VA.

Not signing contracts.

Not agreeing to fees or payvments from future benefits,
Not agreeing to pay for medical consultations or opinions.
Not providing access to Protected Health Information or Personal Identifiable Information.

Attorneys assisting with Camp Lefeune lawsuits who do not charge
excessive fees
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Veterans Advisd:
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