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New York State has expanded its Veterans Tuition Award (VTA) program, making it 
easier for veterans to access tuition-free education at SUNY colleges and 
vocational training programs. This expansion allows veterans who have served at 
least four years on active duty, regardless of combat experience, to qualify for 
full-tuition awards. The changes are effective July 1, 2025. 
Key changes to the Veterans Tuition Award:
Expanded Eligibility:
Previously, only veterans with combat experience qualified for the VTA. Now, all 
veterans with at least four years of active duty are eligible. 
Full-Tuition Awards:
The award covers full tuition costs at SUNY colleges and approved vocational 
training programs. 
Integration with GI Bill:
The VTA can be used in conjunction with the GI Bill, potentially covering costs 
beyond tuition. 
Part-time and Full-time Students:
Both full-time and part-time students are eligible for the VTA. 
Additional Information:
To be eligible for the VTA, veterans must be legal residents of New York State and 
have lived there for at least 12 continuous months prior to the start of their 
studies. 
The NYS Division of Veteran's Services offers additional support and resources 
for veterans pursuing education. 
Veterans can also explore other educational benefits, including the Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment Program (Chapter 31), which assists with 
employment, job training, and counseling. 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) website and the NYS Division of 
Military and Naval Affairs (DMNA) website also provide information on education 
benefits. 
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Come find Putnam County Veterans Service Agency & Guardian Revival at 

the annual Putnam County Fair & 4-H Showcase — a fun, free, family-

friendly weekend featuring live music, food trucks, farm animals, games, 

exhibits, classic car show, and more!

 Our team will be there with information about our programs & upcoming 

events, and we’ll be showcasing some of our creative guardians as well as 

canine demonstrations. We’d love to see you — come say hello!
•Canine Demonstrations on both days: Saturday 10:30 AM - 5:30 PM and 
Sunday 10:30 AM - 4 PM
•Encore Guardian Band performance: Saturday, July 26 @ 2 - 3:45 PM

•“With No Name on the Marquee” One Man, One Act Play by Karl Rohde
(with live music by the Encore Guardian Band): Saturday, July 26 @ 6 PM
Boots & Paws Companion Dog Awarding: Sunday, July 27 @ 2:30 PM

Putnam County Fair Info

•WHO: Open to the public — all are welcome!
•WHERE: Putnam County Veterans Memorial Park

• 201 Gipsy Trail Rd, Carmel , NY 10512
• Free admission  & free parking 

•WHEN: Putnam County Fair opening hours for the weekend:
• Saturday, July 26 @ 10 AM - 7 PM
• Sunday, July 27 @ 10 AM - 5 PM
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