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Friday , Saturday , Sunday,  
May 22,23,24

Putnam County Joint Veterans Council-
John Morris Memorial Watchfire Vigil, At Putnam 
County Veterans Memorial Park
Each day 6 PM-6AM  Opening Ceremony Friday 
the 22th at 7:00 PM Flag Retirement through out 
the Vigil.   

Sunday May 24 

VFW Post 1374 & Auxiliary &  
American Legion Post 270-

9:30 AM Ceremony at monument on Terryhill 
Road, Kent 11:00 AM Ceremony at Post Home 32 
Gleneida Ave, Carmel
Refreshments to follow 11:00 Ceremony

Monday May 25:

VFW Post 391, Putnam Valley-

The will be three short parades with ceremonies.  Town Hall 

11 AM, Lake Peekskill 12:00 PM.  Post Home 1:00 PM ( 154 

Oscawana Lake Road, Put Valley.  Open House at Post 

following last ceremony.  

VFW Post 672, Brewster  

 Parade forms at 930 AM Brewster Fire Department, steps 

off 10 AM, Ceremony at Southeast Veterans Park 

(Electrazone Field). Following the parade and ceremony 

refreshments at VFW Post 672.

VFW Post 2362 and American Legion Post 275 

Cold Spring-
Parade starts at 9 AM at Cold Spring Village Hall at 85 Main 

St. to Cold Spring Cemetery for a ceremony.

VFW Post & Auxiliary 5491 Mahopac & 

American Legion Post 1080-
  The parade will  step off at 10:30 from Clark Place, 

followed by a ceremony at the monument near CVS. 

Afterwards, Mahopac VFW will have their ceremony at the 

Poat Home at 154 East Lake Blvd., then the American 

Legion will have a ceremony at 12:30 at the post on 

Buckshollow Road. Refreshments both Posts.

VFW Post 9257 & Auxiliary & AMVET 

Post 1111 Putnam Lake-
 11 AM Ceremony at the Monument (Intersection Fairfield 

Dr. and Haviland Dr.  





Sponsorship applications may also be 
requested through the Veterans Memorial 
Park Office at 845 808 1994 or visit the 
office at 201 Gipsy Trail Road, Carmel NY

Please come 

help place 

the Row of 

Honor on 

May 16th at    

9AM

CARMEL, NY - The Putnam County Veterans Service Agency is seeking 
sponsors for Putnam County’s beloved Row of Honor, the patriotic 
display of approximately 400 American flags that lines the shores of 
Lake Gleneida in tribute to veterans and military heroes.

The Row of Honor has become one of Putnam County’s most 
recognizable and meaningful traditions, drawing residents and visitors 
alike to the lakefront during Memorial Day and Veterans Day 
observances. The display honors veterans, active-duty service 
members, and loved ones through individually sponsored American 
flags installed along the shoreline.

This year’s Row of Honor will once again return in time for Memorial 
Day, with sponsors helping ensure the continued success and long-
term sustainability of the program. As always, volunteers will be 
needed to help install flags beginning at 9am on Saturday, May 16.

“The Row of Honor is a visible reminder of the gratitude our community 
has for those who served our country,” said Karl Rohde, Director of the 
Veterans Service Agency. “Each flag tells a personal story and 
represents a life of service, sacrifice, and patriotism. Community 
sponsorships are what make this display possible, and we encourage 
residents to take part in preserving this important tradition.”

Originally developed through a partnership between the Veterans 
Service Agency and the Putnam County Joint Veterans Council, the 
display has grown significantly over the years. As interest has 
expanded, the County has implemented a more structured 
sponsorship process to ensure the Row of Honor remains sustainable 
and well maintained for years to come.

County Executive Kevin Byrne recently signed local legislation officially 
codifying the Row of Honor into County law, ensuring its permanence 
as a fixture of Putnam County’s patriotic identity.

“The Row of Honor has become one of the most powerful symbols of 
remembrance and patriotism in Putnam County,” Byrne said. “By 
making it permanent through local law, we have guaranteed that 
future generations will continue to honor those who served. 
Sponsoring a flag is a meaningful way for families, organizations, and 
residents to participate in that mission.”

Sponsors may dedicate a flag in honor or memory of a veteran or 
service member. Each flag can be purchased for 2 years for $200,  
after which, the flag will be retired, sealed, and given to the sponsor  
as a gift. More sponsorship details, forms, and additional information 
are available through the County’s Row of Honor webpage at 
PutnamCountyNY.gov/ROH
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Memorial Day is more than just a great excuse for a cookout and a day off from work. 
The holiday was created to honor the many American men and women who died in 
military service. This focus on those who made the ultimate sacrifice sets it apart from 
Veterans’ Day, which honors all military veterans, living and dead.

Here are some facts 
and history on the 
holiday:

The day was originally set aside to 
remember Union soldiers who died 
during the Civil War, but following 
World War I, its scope expanded to 
include those who died in any war or 
military action. At the end of the 
Civil War, many US cities held their 
own memorial observations for their 
hometown heroes.
The idea for a specific holiday came 
in 1868 from Illinois Senator John 
Alexander Logan, a former Union 
general and keynote speaker at one 
early observation. Logan used his 
position as commander-in-chief of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, a 
fraternal organization of Union 
soldiers, to issue a proclamation for 
a national “Decoration Day” to be 
observed on May 30 of that year by 
decorating the tombs of Union 
soldiers.

The name “Memorial Day,” started 
cropping up from time to time. The 
new name became more common 
after World War II, and in 1967 was 
declared the official name by 
Federal law.

Memorial Day was 
celebrated on May 30 until 
1968, when Congress 
passed the Uniform 
Holidays Bill, moving 4 
holidays — Columbus Day, 
Presidents’ Day, Veterans 
Day and Memorial Day—to 
designated Mondays in 
order to create the ever-
popular three-day 
weekends. (Veterans Day 
eventually reverted to its 
traditional November 11 
date, which mirrors 
Armistice Day and 
Remembrance Day 
celebrations in the United 
Kingdom and other 
Commonwealth nations).

Poppies are associated 
with those who died 
during wartime since 
World War I.  In the US 
people wear the red 
poppy on Memorial Day 
to honor those who 
died trying to protect 
the country, according 
to The Department of 
Veterans Affairs. In 
Canada, poppies are 
worn on Remembrance 
Day, November 11th.

 

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Colonel John McCrae

Farmers Almanac Story

The red color is not a symbol of blood, 
death, or support for war. Instead, 
poppies were the only flowers that 
grew in war-torn battlefields. When the 
countrysides were nothing but mud 
and devastation, poppy flowers 
sprouted up and flourished. The sight 
of the red poppies inspired one 
Canadian soldier, Colonel John 
McCrae, to pen a poem in May 1915:



VFW

American Legion

Marine Corps League

Korean War Veterans
        Association

DAV

AMVETS

Military Order
       of the
Purple Heart

Not all Veterans 

     Organizations use the

       Poppy as a Memorial Flower, but they all mean the same.
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